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. The New Congress.

Under the existing law on the subject the new
Congress will not assemble until the first Monday
in December, 1864; but the House of Representa- -
tives has voted to change the time to the first Mon-
dsy in April next, It is to be hoped that the Sen-
ate will concur in this vote. In a government like
ours it is important to have representatives fresh
from the people.

‘We begpi?to indlulge the hope that the present
Congress may act with: more prudence than was ex-
pected some weeks since. The opinions of the peo-
plé, g0 fearlessly expressed through the press of the
country, may haves salutary effect. W.o. trust they
will.  Confidence ig especially necessary in conduct-

ing & new government like ours, The Congress '

must corifide in the patriotism of the pédple, and the
people must have confidence in the Congress, or Fhe
experiment will fail.

It seems tobe feared that the principals of sub- -
stitutes will be hurried out of the State without
giving them an opportunity to sppeal to our J udges
to hear their cases. Webope not. Such & step
would be productive of®evil, and evil only.

We publish to-day several important acts passed
at the Ilast session of the Legislature. We sha_ll
publish other acts from time to time. .

The steamer Advance on her vecent return trip
from Nassau, was chased by the blockaders and
ran on the beach below Wilmington. . We are glad
to hrear that the cargo will be raved, apd that the
ship is upright aad will be got off without material
injury. The Advance is as lucky as sheis nseful.

Tae Arsesarte UCovstry.—The Richmond Es-
aminer has an article beaded ‘‘The War in the Car-
olina Swamps,” in which we regret to find the fol-
lowing: o

“The fact is, this portion of North Casolina is
reported to be disloyal, and to be a convenient har-
bour for deserters and fugitive conscripts, whe, with

* the black banditti and other, elsments, make up a

population unrivalled, perhaps, in Christendowm, cer-
tainly in the Conlederacy, for lawlessness, outrages
and atrocity.”

The srrticle is in other respecis inaccurate, but
the above does such grievious injustice to a portion
of our State that we must protest against it.

It is not true that the country referred to is#s-
loyal. The people are as true asin any other portion
of the Confederacy, though they have suffered more
than any other portion. The Albemarle country
was lost to the Confederacy, and Norflk lost with
it, by the criminal stupidity or wicked indifference
of J- P. Ber‘n:jamin1 who was Secretary of War when
Roanoke Island fell. That island was the key to
all that fertile and enlightened region which has
since been trampled by the enemy. The people bave
lost nearly all their slaves, and thousands have
been suddenly reduced from affluence Yo want.—
If the government cannot protect thewm, it ought
not to keep just enoogh troops among them to irri-
tate the enemy, and occasion those raids which are
consigoing them still further to want and m@q.
The “ population " proper of that country is among
the most enlightened and refined in Awmerien. It
is the oldest community on the continent. They
bave never known in their midst either * lawless-
ness,” or “outrages,” or *“‘atrocity” until the
present war; and such characteristics are not in

or of them, but are the results of the neglect
of its doty towards them by the eonimon gov-
ernment. The Albemarle conntry was first aban-
doned by the government; -then protected just
far enough to enable it to bring out the surplus
corn and bacon for its own use; and then oe-
cupied by such a number of troops as to invite

raids which they were not able to check: and now,

when desolation reigns where prospefity, and wealth,
and happiness formerly abounded, the *“ population "
thus “ scattered and peeled” is referred to as dis-
loyal, and characterized by every vice which can
disgrace humanity. No such information as te the
Albemarle peoplé, we are sure, was imparted to the
Ezaminer by any true son of our beloved State,

From East Tennessee—Longstreet aftér the
: Yankees.

Russeruvinie, Jan. 19th.—There is but ljttle
doubt that the enemy intended by his recent de-
monstratien to force Gen. Longstreet opt of Ten-
nessee by occupying the country capable of sustain-
ing an army, in which,-however; he wholly failed,
in consequence of the promptness with which he
was met by-our troops; which he was evidently
unprepared for, as has been shown by his rapid
retreat. They are supposed to have withdrawn
from Strawberry Plains, and tho conntry, with the
exception of the vicinity of Knoxville, wili be once
more freed from their presence. The loss on either
side is slight. - The federals removed seventy five
wounded from Danbridge. The enemy are retreat-
ing towards Knoxville rapidly, and are closely
pursued by our cavalry. : L

Lieut. Col. Blakey, of the cavalry, sas wounded ;
Col. Clarke, Hampton's Legion, killed ; Lieat. Tou-
chee, pid-de-camp to Gen. G. T. Andersos, badly
wounded. :

More Yankees Captured.

Ricuuonp, Jan. 20.—An official dispatch from
Longstreet reports that Major G. W, Day, with one
hundred men attacked one hundred and fifty Yan-
‘kees at Big Spring, near Tazewell, on the 19th,
killed and wounded 8, capturéd 8 Lieutenants and 64

privates, 67 horses, 50 stand of arms, 8 wagons and |

I ambulauce,

o The War News.

The indications in Tennessce are generally unin-
teresting, It appears that thz Yankees, in Tennes-
see and Gaorgu. are busily” éhgaged in perfecting
their communications with their ‘bases of supplies
in preparation for the spring campai The ¥an-
kei]eiahhue' a number of bﬁllﬁ on the Tennesses,
which convey supplies to Kingston, at the juneti
of the H{Ihm{i an?ip‘l‘auumee. j s

A gentleman, who has got through our lineg from

" Knoxville, reports that about one hundred and fifiy
houses, compriging the whole of the city north of
the railroad, were burnt by the enemy durivg the
siego of the town. The damage done by this in-
cendisrism is estimated at two millions of dollars.
Both the depots and the machine shop of the Vir-
ginia and Tennessee railroad dre uninjured. -
* _There are four army corps at Knoxvilleand vi-

cinity, nominally under the command of Foster,— |

Richmond Ezaminer.

\ Iml,andtha.im I:

Distiliatied of Spiritaoys Liguors.
' As we learn that whiskey is being distilled in va-
rious localities in this State in violation of law, and
as the Confederate government has gone into- the
distillation of the precious grain at Salisbury, we
publish below the law of this State on the snbject.
AN ACT TO PROHIBIT THE_DISTILLATION OF SPIRITUOUS

Sxcriow 1. Be it enacted by the Gensral Asembly
of the State of North-Oarolina, and™t is hereby
endcted by the authorily of the same, That fromi
and sfter the 1st day of January, 1 it shall not
be lawful for any person in this State, to distil any
spirituous liquors oat of gny corn, wheat, peas, and
peanuts, oats, rye, chinese m&n cané, the seed
thereof, syrup, niolasses, rice, dried fruil, or pols
toes, or any mixture of any or either of them, and.
all persons violating this act, shall, for each snd
.every act of distillation, be guilty of a misdemeanar,
and on conviction thereof, shall be fiued and impris-

h

- Mocting of the New Board of
g Rivai
This evening the ﬁowg electad Mayor and Board
of Commissioners for the Dity of Raleigh, Tor the,
r:t-lsot, convened at the Mayor's "oﬁco'lw_ the
time. - TR -
Wm. H. Hurrison, Esq., Mayor. Messra. Win,
H.-Tacker, Alex. Oresch and P. Uverby, Commis-
sioners. from the Western Ward, Messra. W. R.
Richardson, A. L. Lougee and 8. W. Scott, Com-
missioners from the Middle Ward. . Dr. Wm H.
McKee and Messrs. J. J. Overby and N. 8. Haip,
O Omtontm Trom th Lonpaetare appolited 15 53
tificates from the Inspectors appoint
eaid elections, were received by t&p‘(,)lert, accord-
hﬁ to law, announcing the above named gentlemen
daly clected, "W the gath of office was ad-
ministered (o the Mayor by W. H. Tucker, Esq., and
then the Mayor'administered the oath to esch of
the Commissioners present for a faithful discharge

The being thus organised, the business first

oned, the fine not to bedess than five hundred dol-
nment not to be less than sixty |
days; ded, That this act shal not be constry
ed to repeal, amend, or modify an ordinance passed ;
ordinance to ibit for a limi
facture of wmum%]ﬁ‘g
ordinance is to remain
the 1st day of Jannary, 1863.

.Skc. 3. Beit further enacted, That this act shall
be in force and take effect from and after the first
day of January, 1863.. That persons_ offendin
agsinst the provisions of this act, shall bt dzem
guilty of a distinct ofiense for every day or part ol
& day in which they shall be so offending. [Rati
fied the 17Tth day of December, 1862.] .

ACTS OF THE LAST LEGISLATURE.

An Act for the Relief of the Wives and Fam-
ilies of NSoldiers in the Army.

Seorion 1. Bs it enacted by the General As

sembly of the Stats of North Garolina, and it is

hereby enacled by the authority of the same, That

the sum of one million of dollars to be paid in

Treasury notes of the State of North-Carolina, in

by the Convention of this State, entitled “ An. |
A 1 iable, when J. J.
in full force and effect until |

of their respeclive
in order was the election of Oity Clerk; whéb J.
o g hristopba}' :'“C.irimpb-g Eaq. gpp;lnt-
n motion, J. J. ], Was
ed City Tax Collector for 1684 )
The Boazd then to vote for Chief Con-

V. Denton-was elested Assistant Constable. -
W. B. Richardson, Esq., was-elected Uity Treas-

urer. ;
K. P. Battle, & Attorney.
F. @. King, IE;‘! Welgh Master. ' -
Committee on strests compose the Commissioners
of each Ward. Tl o
. Grave yard committee consists of Messrs. Tacker,
Harp and Lougee.
On motion of Mr. 8, W. Scott, it was
‘Ordered, That a Captain of the Night-Watch,

was elected tain, and Messra. E." A, Johnson,
Win, Beovers, Wm. 0. Parker, M. O. Luter, C. A.
Driver and Win. Overby were elected Watchmen.

-_ll:e ;I.iller has s contract to get stone at 75 cts.
b per loa - 5
On motion of Dr. McKes, the last Wednesday

night of each mpnth was fixed as the regular-meet- "]

service of the country, such sum to be distributed
among, the several counties of the State, as hereto- .

by-the Census of 1860. :
Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That the quots °
of each county shall be paid to.the County Com *
missioner or County Trustee of the same, accord
ing to the provisions of the act of the General As
sembly ratified the 10th day of February, 1863, en-
titled **An act for tire relief of tha wives and fami

"les of soldiers in the army,” and shall be appled

to the sopport of the wives and families of the sol
diers of this State, as above enumerated, according
to the rules and regulations which bave been o
-may bd preseribed by the Court of Pleas and Quar
ter Sessions of each county.

,8kc. 8. Be it further enacled, That when any
family of a soldier, as aforesaid, shall have removed *
*from the county of. his residence, since the com-
mencement of the war, and shall have acquired a
residence in another county, they shall be consid:
ered residents of the latter county, and receive a
share of such distribntion accordingl}. ==

to the foregoing appropriation, the sum of three
thousand dollars is hereby appropriated to be paid

present war, for distgjbution among the
to the provisions herein before m:
white petsons,
Se® 5. Be it further enact
sball be in force from its rati
Read three times and ratified i
bly the 14th day of December, 1S
. e R. 8. DONNELL, B
GILES MEBANE, 3. 8,

An Act to restore the Courts and for other
. Purposes,

Secriox 1. Be il enacted by the Feneral Astem
bly of the Stats of North- Carolina, and it is here
by enacted by the authority of tha same, That there
shall hereafter be two terms of the Superior Courts
of Law and Equity for each county in the State,
to be held at the Limes prescribed in chapter thirty.
one, reclions nine, ten, cleven, twelve, thirteen,
- fourteen and filtecn of the Revised Code, aiid by an

cial circuit and for other purposes,” ratified the 12th
dsg of December, 1862, ’

EC. 2. Be il further enacted, That said Superior
Courts of Law shall have jurisdiction (o try and

act, entitled ** An aet 10 change the jurisdiction of
the Courts and the rules of pleading therein,” rat-

all eriminal proceedings, shall be made returnable

pided, that no suits in deby, assumpsit, or account
shall be tried before said Courts by virtue of any
Jjarisdiction conferred by this act. ©* * .

See. 8. Be it further enacted, Thatall process
in the sadd actions and criminal procgedings from
said Courts hereafter issued and made returnable tg
the Fall term 1884, 6f said Courts, shall be deem.
ed and taken to be returpable to the Spring termy
1864 of said Courts, respectively. )

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, That so much of
said act of Sept. 11th, 1861, as applied to th. rules
of pleadings in cases of bills for injunction and se-
questratjon, and petitions for sale or partition of
land be and the same is hereby repesled. :

Sec. 6. Bsit.further enacted, That there shall
hereafter be two terms of the Supreme Court to be
Jheld mn the City of Raleigh un the second Menday

day.

Sgc. 6. Be it further enacted, That the County
Courts shall have jurisdiction to try and determine
all cases of contested wills. .

ing in conflict with the provisiuns of this act be and
the same are hereby repealed. *
Read three times and ratified in General Assem-
bly, the 14th day of December, A, D. 1868,
R. 8. DONNELL, S. H. C.
GILES MEBANE, 8. S.

Slave- Labor
orks. .
Seerian 1. B it enacted by the General Assem.
-bly of the State of North Garoling and if is A
enncted by the authority®f thssame, That thé first
scction of chapter sitteen of an act concerning
** Public Works," ratified 20th December, 1862, en-
titled an “‘act t authorize the Governor to employ
slave laber in Mnméedfortiﬁuﬁnm and other
works,” m by ‘inserting the word
“male” haf word “elaves,” andafter the word
“sglave,' *‘between the ages of eighteen and -
five,” 80 that the section may read as follows : * That
the Governor shall have powerand suthority to com-
{bel-l.he ;:rrieu ol?' any nu;b:r of [.llulo] ves be-
ween U teen -1iVe years,
be in force from and sfter its ratification.

Read three times and ratified in Ggneral Assem-
bly the 12th day of December, A. D., 1853.

- R 8. DONNELL, 8. H. C,

Am Aect e-qf_nearnn_l

GILES MEBANE, 8. §,

addition-{o the appropriation heretofore made in ;
that behall, be and the same is hereby a.ppm[pga.- i
ted for the support of the wives and families of the i . : :

indigent soldsers of this State, whether in the ser. * pointed to fix salaries, and report at next meeting.
vicé of the State or Confederate governments, or :

tion, - i ; W. 0. Par-
whether killed in battle or dying in the military * et aliomen: Jos Kegiges; W..0. Bwe

fore, according to white population, as ascertained -

Sec, 4. Be it further enacted, That in addition

téy the Public Treasurer ;a aforesaud to the County -
OMIDISSIguers in thesa Clannties in which a o
ident the families of Indian nrﬁnra, WO reve | No.3: W, Sauls, 122; W. H. Ellen, 18.

rendered service to the Confederate States in the |
ol

act entitled ** An act to establish the eighth jud !
determine all actions of tort, under the rules and-:
regulations which existed prior to the passage of an _
ified the 11th duy of September, 1861, and il pro- !

cess herealter to be issued in such actions and in -

Jinilike manner and under the same penaltiesas were -
| prescribed prior to the passage of said sct; Pro .

in June, and the thirtieth day day of Decewber, or™
on the day afier, in case the thirtieth ‘day bs Sup-

Sxc. 7. Bs it further enacted, That all laws com- |

on Paublic |

ing of the Board, - . ;
On motion of Dr. McKee, a committes consisting
i of Messrs. McKee, Richardson and Creech, were ap-

Tbe following accounts were presented, read, and,

ker, $21; Win. Beevers, $35 25; M. C. Luter, $87;
C. A, Driver, $375 E.A. Johnson, $87. :
Ap accrunt of Mr. Medlin, $27, for guardiog
small pbx case was allowed, :
On motion of Dr. McKee, 8 committes was ap-
pointed to memorislize the Legislature to make do-

- oation near Lthe State quarry lor lot to bary the

colored population.
Messrs. McKee, Tucker and Richardson were ap-
pointed sgid committee. 5
On motion, the Board adjourned. g
' J. J GHﬁISTOPHERS. Clerk.

The election for City officers held on Monday
last, the 18th inst, passed off quietly. Col. Harni-
son was re-elected Mayor without opposition, Bav-
ing received 338 votes. In the Eastern Ward the
vote stood as follows: N. 8. Harp, 118; J, J. Over-
by, 105; Dr. W. H. McKee, 92; D. L. Royster,
87; Alfred Upchurch, 74; Robt. B. Hayw 45;
A. N, Upchurch, 30; L. T. Clayton, 13. Middle
Ward: A.L Lougle, 42; W. R, Richsrdson, and

i 8., Walter Scott, each, 40. Western Ward: Alex.

Creech, 86; Wm. H. Tucker, 85; Parker Overby,
77; T. H. Briggs, 65; John Nichols, 48;-A. T.
Sawyer, 42; W, F. Askew, 21. - -
The vote for Constable in District No. 1, stood,
David Lewis, 169; W. Upchurch, 87. [o District
Graves Hir, Buckinghsm Co., Va,, %
January 4th, 1864
“Your paper has been much denounced. and an
ffort was made in our Legislatare to prevent its

irculation in Virginia, but [ have lately bad an op-
portunity of secing it apd judging of it for myself.

Extract from a letter to the Editor, dated

liberties of the people against tyranny and usurpa.
tion from all ‘quarters, and for one, I will sustain
yout= . :

Wo have nothing definite from the action of
Congress. Nothing has been perfected in relation
to the currency, or the incrgase of the army, or the
proposed ‘suspension of Aaheas corpus. As these
measures are all discussed in secret it is impossible
: that the country can be informed as to their nature
; or the.progress mmde with them.

i  The-Wilmington Jouraal of the 19th says that the
: Home Guard of New Hanover, consisting of the 16th
! battalion, assembled in Wilmington on the 20th, for
. & three months term of service.

Diep, in this city, on yesterday morning, of amal-
gamation, the ** State jovrnal’ newspaper, The con-
i cern was tenderly nursed and affectionately cared
for,by the stockholders and other “brethren,” but
the disease was deep seated and nothing could gave
it.
North or to Europe, where more congenial associa-
tions may be found. His acsouchers and pall-bear-
ers have our tenderest sympathies.
| Papera that have copied the schrrilous attacks of
i this concern on decent men of this State, will please
! copy.—Progress. .

: _Bo the atruck buzzard, stratched upon the plain,
No more throngh ¢louds of flth to soar again,
Views his own quill opon the fatal fzzard,

And winged the shaft that quivered in his gizzard :
Keen were biis pazgs, but keener far to feel

He nursed tbe pivion that his fate did seal.

We regret to learn thab Gen. R. B. Vance has
been captired by theenemy. It is reported that he

was captored at Sevierville, between Greenvilleand .

Knoxville. We have no particalars. s el
Since the above was put in type, we have re-
ceived the following from a friend at Marshall, Madi-
. son County : i
“The news in regard to a portion of Gen. Vance's
command is sompwhat unfavorable. *He left Ashe-
ville, and proceedeg through some of the western
counties, and min% the mountains, made his way
into Sevier county, Tenn. Ha then came upon 8
Yankee foraging train, which he capture® and was
making his way out, when he came upon & blockade
: in-the road on Qosby's Crecl, which took him some

*i ten or tyelve hours to remoye. In the meantime,

. the Yankees starléd in pursuit of him, and over-
| bauled him on Cosby's Creek, at thg for, where
they are reported to have slmost completely sur-
rounded him, and it is feared that they have suc-
' ceeded in capturing him -and the largér portion of
his oommnng. There are sdch' ficts'as we learned
%I‘:]yesmday, from some who made their escape.—

e statements are very confased and confllcting,
and we still hope thitt 488 affiir is not so bad as
represented.” o :

" Dorr or Tuoss ar Hoxs.—The army wust be;

. fed. The families of our soldigrs mpst be provided
for. Itdoés n8t require a phil to determine

' the duty of those of our peopls 1 mdh;::_

and in wealth, or even io easy eircumstances.
ducers should exert thamsalves to theutmost to raiss

articles to sustain Tifs. These who sre sble
T e
want. country have
m'afdnmw,ml:.--:{mg?z atry bas
todo it only guestion W
- Sired -

.E;b:gtplll to w“unp&hﬂn

-

'RALEIGH, N. C, WEDNES DAY, JANUARY 27, 1864,
. : ; e _ m = ._' = _!‘I . : . = = . o ‘!!!.H

Jan. 19, 1884 |

- doult not the President

Esq., was elected. Mr. N, |-

and six Watchmen be elected; when 0. H. Hortor |

I find that you are an advocgte of the rights and |

The proprietor we suppose will return to fhe |

.~ ' FortbeBtanderd. -
Is the aet of Congress-placing in the field prive
cipals who have farnished substfiwies Core
stitational ¥ - A “ia
- . The Qonfederate fnurnt. haviog as yet failed
to passan mct estab 'mhings&lpmm&m aod the
Oaarts of the yarious Stat governments baving held
that it was their duty to mmhinjurwoﬁolﬁn all
cases, whero a writ of Asbeas corpus had been sued
out by acitizen‘of the State alleging a detention by an_
:‘ﬂur of the Oonfadmu’govwnment_iqndwncz i
f ( we p briefly exanijning the va-
lidity of the Iate act requiring principals who had. .
farnished gubatitutes fur the military Bervice, also
to go iato the field. Our jnquiry will be confined
to the validity of the law, as it affects citizens of
this Btate, for a8 there is no Confederate Supreme
Oourt,’it may be that there will not be that uni--
formity. ef decisions-which #ouid arise, was there &
Court to which all ‘the various State Courls’were
‘bound to yicld obedience upon the construction of
‘acts of Oongress.  If there was & Supreme Confed- |
erats fourt, composod of able lawyers, such as 1

. ) would appoint, [ have no
doubt it wonld place the same construction wpon .
the consoription and exemption acts 23 has been
.done by our own Supreme Oourt. S0 far as the

T qoncerned, whethier the act of Congress
sllowing ‘substitution was a mere privilege or an
indulgonee, or & contract, this question has been
decided by our Supreme Court after a full and able
discussion- -a ion marked with great ability,
‘and in which the Confederate government was rep-

resented by two of our most distinguished lawyers,
and the opinion of the Court that it wasa contract,
has met with the general #pprobation 3 the jurists
of the countty. . : : .

‘Then, as it is & contract, has Congiess the Con
stitutional power to annol it? To sscertsin this
question it will be necessary to revert to thé organ-
ic law, and see what powers have been conferredon -
the legislative branch of the governdlent. The first
thing which we discover in this Instrument, is the
fact that the Confederate Constitution iz brought
into exisiance not by the people of the Confederate
Btates, bnt Qy the States themaelves,- * esch State
acting in its severvign snd independent character.”
However much -we may have heretofore differed
about the sovereignty of the Btates, or the power .
and strength of the old- Union, that’question is pow
patent from the unmistikeable wording of the or-
ganic law,

It is based upori the ides of tha soversignty of the
States, and the Uonfederate government is the mere
agenl of theseparate sbvercignties which compose
. It possesses no inherent principles of sover-
eignly, except a8 such are expressly delegated by
{the States uoder the Constitution. It possesses no
powers except sueh as are nelessary to prevent ex-
ternal as well as internal violence. The paramoynt
object in its furmation, as gathered from the instru-
maent itself, seems to have been a cleser sllinnce of
the different sovereign Siates composing it for their
mutusl protection. [t declares that all powers not
expressly delegated, belong to the States; thus ig-
noring every such an ides as that the government
can do any act not expressly sanctiened by the or- -4
ganic law. Itignores all internal improvementson
the part of the government, and leavessuch things
to be performed by the sovereignties interested.

It repudiates the great pringiple npon which
many snupposed the old United States government
was founded—that of being formed by *“ths peopls
of the United States for a more perfeot Union;”
and those who formerly held that the Constitution
embodied the doctrine of a consolidation of the
Union as mdispensable to our prosperity and bappi-
ness, must be satisfied upon reading our present
organic law, that it was the constantaimn and sto-
dious intention of the framers of the- Consfitution
that no such construction shoald be admissible.

The Constitution’ estiblishes & government of

e Muang 1 tuwWs e e g bele
tive bﬂn::h43 € BAme "‘%3"1;. which 18 not
warranted by that instrument. The powers grant-

. &d to this department of the government are plainly

marked outand ** blazed;” and those powers not so
expressly . dclegated by the sovereign States, com-
posing the Coufederate government are, by the Con-
slitution, reserved to the States. Egen under the
oid government which possessed many of the es-
sentials of nationality which are wanting in our
Constitution, Judge Patterson of the Supreme Court
of the United States, held in the case of Calder s
Bull, 3¢ Dallas, 386, that the Stale Legislatures re-
tained exclugively, all the powers of legislalion
which were not expressly takem away by the Con-
stitution, and that no consirlictive powers coyld bs
exzercised by the Federal goverament. Ifthis wasa
correct exposition of the law under-the old govern-
ment, how much more correct isit under the new
The S:ates upon ratifying the Constitution, restrict-
od themselves of the right to enter into treaties,
grant letters of marque and reprisal, coin ‘money,

! t
that they will

}oh

F'\- s

. WaoLe Numser 1507,
A government chiming the_right to violate one
other. Huppese Congress should pass an act sp-

propriating one hundred thoueand dollars -for the
oonstruction of & Qustom House at- Wilmington.—

Under the act the succesful bidder com it ae-
cor dml‘dl’hm sment, and the g i de-
livered to the ool ‘of Qustoms. that

mg.hnhan of mueh servies to the govern-
‘ensmy should eapture Wilmington.—
What would be thought of the gnverul:htwhhh
should afterwards pasi s law ignoring the former
contract, upon the ground that the Unstom Houss
was of Jittle or no value®@o the t? The
ﬁmmih::: are worth bat little—
J run off, and are not'to be trusted.
Cooeede it, and what does it amount to t—simply
that it has made & bad bargain. SHE
I bave always thought the system of substitation-
wrong—that it ensbled the wealthy to avoid the
thd govermment had ahopied he syt wot 1
,  adop! t was
th&k its faith mdl:Iu tbe,world
stly sappose d no
e LT st Y 0 g
“If the es'of the country demand that prin-

{-cipals whohave furnished substitutes for the military

service shall be Imm;ht into the field, why not let
there baa Convention of the_&t_amdt:a u’trend the
organic [aw in such minnerss to make W ;
each and every military pecessity whichi sy arisé
Why not let the Conslitution be-amended sa 88 to
make the civil authorities gubordinate to the mili- |
tary? hliﬁ ﬂés:qom;u it ﬁiﬂd look ll:lueh more
respectable ave a bona mili espotism,
clothed with full powers—for the Ex::’;{iu tnte ro-
sponsible to no one, whose will should be the law,
rather than to have s Constitution which we profess
loobeav;.::;! which, whenewer it iPdisr m-
TPOSes &T8 to measures which Congress thinks
- benefit the oounhiy. Such a government we
could well understand. If ita tyranny was fetestable,
it would at least be manly shd ’
above observations have not been written by
008 who is in any way affected by the act: The
writef has no substitute in the field: but he has

" been prompted to pursue this course from a desire

to aall pablic attention tg an sct which is another in-
atance of the recklessness of the present Congress ;
which plainly indicstes that any act wifering u tem- .
porary benefit will be rushed throu.h the halls of

and restrictions. PUBLIUS.

. For lh_e Btavdard,
Mrn ED!'I"_)R :—-There seems t0 he muel differ-
ence of opinion as to what the political sentimefits

sre. Bome of the Destructive journals of the State
charge that the letters published from time to time
inthe colowns of the Standard, showing public

factared in the Standurd office; while one of them,
the Fayetteville Obserrer, claims that the lpts Con-
. gressional elections showed that a majori

le of North-Carolina were opposed to the courss
e Standard, ad of the so-called peace party.
There are also & few eminent men in the State who
oontend that the peace men are in a small minority,
that the proposition to cal] a State Convention,
would be voted down by at léhst 20,000 masjority.
Now, if these men are really sincere, why do they op-
Ppoes our proposition tosubmit the question of ** Con-
vention or no Convention” to the people? " If the
people should vote down the proposition by such a
majority as they QJaim that they would, the whole
agitation would at once cease—and of eourse all the
injury, if any, which it produces to the Confederate
cause, would also cease ; and the psmcs men would
be overwhelmed with shame and disgrace, for it is
well known that they claim to be in 8 very largs

L mpigrity. Ido fiot mean to call in question the

T N ——— e P g

never took this view of the matter before ,"Iﬁa‘r
think T now have reason (o believe that they will
cordially and zealously co operate with us in our
efforts to have the Legislature convened, and the
question submitted to the people. I do not see
how they can do otherwise, if they are honest in
their opinions. . -

Bat, if on the other hand, the people shoulds
really call 8 Convention, as I have no doubt they
would hy a very largs msjority, who has any right
to complain ? - The sovereignty of the State and of
the.people is not questioned. They unguestiona-
bly have the right, if they choose to exereise it, of
assembling in Convention, to corsult together for

tates of ghe Confederacy for the common weal.—
y have the right, in connection with the other

tes assembled in Convention, to direct and cop-
trol their common agent, the governipent at Rich-
mond. : They have the right to demand of that gov-

the public geod, and also to cansult with the other
8
Sta

make any hing but goid and silver coin & legal ‘m‘mm: that it rhall at once enter into negotiations

der in the payment of debts; they aiso covenanted
not to pass a0 aXpost faclo law or any law impair-
dng the obligation of contracts. Nom itis apparent
to \pe most casual observer that ag thie States had
deprived themselves of the above enumerated rights,

- they could not be exercised by Lhe Confederate gov-

ernment unless they were expressly. delegated. The
States, theref®re, &yo delegate to the government
some of the above powers, such as the right to enter
into treaties, coin money, grant letters of ue
and reprisal, &c. Here then we find that the States
are notallowed to make any thing but gold and
silver coin a legal tender in the payment of debts,
_nor pass any :aw impairing the obligation of con-
tracts. Why weré these restrictions imposed on
the States? The reasons are obvious. Gold and
silver coin bas the sane relative value gn all well
regulated governments. Suppose the States were
allowed to make bills of any corporation a légal ten-
der in the payment of debts ; and if acted upon, the
effect would be-deplorable. A man might be ¢om-
pelled to accept in’ full satisfaction of an hundred .
dollsr mote, paper currency, which would not com-
mand five ceots in the dollar. Such an act might
deprive a man of his property withdat just compea-
sation. The reason why a State can pass no law
impairing ‘the obligation of contracts, is_another
-wise resiriction, for.'were 1t otherwise, 1t woula de-
stroy all enterprise—check all commerce—deprive
men of vested rights. without any equivalent—-in &
word, such an act would shock tbhe moral sense of
wankind. - 1 [
If, then, there be such weighty reasons why- the
States should not be permitted to make any thing
w gold and silver coin  legal tender in the px-
at of debts, nor pass any law impairing the ob-
ligation of contracts, ‘we may inquire whether the
States have delegated any such extraordinary pow-
ers to the Confederate government. Let any one
who sup) that the States have so stultified
themselves as to bave delegated such powers, study
the Constitution closely, and he.w#l rise from its
examination satisfied that no such suthority can

be found. 3
SupMu when the Censtitution was being sub-

mitted to the States for ratification, it tad contained .|

chmnllﬁl?' Congress to pass laws impairing
:hqun.mn' contracgy, can any one doubt what

would Bave been its fate? It could never have re- | @ccors

¢t claiming the right to pass an sct
-the dm‘:ﬁﬂ;p?uuw

peace upon snch terms as they may direct, and
if it will not do this, they bave a right to resoke its
powers and ferminatle its existence, and then to in-
stitute negotintions themselves. But the people of
the State, in Oonvention assembled, have still high-
er powers. If the co operation of the other States
cannot be obtsined, I fuppose no ene will, at this
lste day, undertake to deny that the State may re-
dress ber own grievances, of which she has many
and mostserious ones to complain. The doetrings
taught by the States’ Rights men, and which they
learned from the great founder gf their party, Thoa
-Jefferson, is that ‘“‘a State must hersell be the sols
judge of the time, the mods, the manner and meas-
_uirs of redress.” - J .

Nay, I do not see how nzg':znn couid question
her right, if she thenght it wlely necessary for
her own safety, peaceably to sever ber connestlion
with * the Confederate government, and enter info
negotiations for & separate peice. But while I con-
tend for this right, I do not mean to say that it
“ought to be exerciged immediately, it at all. The
people would undoubtedly elect their very wisest
and best men and ablest statesmen, to represent
them in sueh & Convention. There would be her
Grahams, her Browns, her Dicks, her Dockerys,-
her Settles, her Beades, her Warrens, her Donpells
and a host of others as wise and true as they, and
to them all of these matters could be safely trusted.
They wduld never insngurate any measures which
the hpnor and safefy of the State did not im'pu'l.-
tively demand. Whers, then, is the danger of call-
ing a Convéntion in any event? Xl

Another consideration to inddce us to call & Con-
vention is, that the necéssity for it may become im-
perative. Our State might p«_:sib]y.—"h,!el; God
forbid—be overrun during the next spring or sum-
mer, as Tennessee or Arkansas now is, snd then no
Conveation could be elected but by the consent of
our con and under sach rules and gegala-
tions as they might establish.. In such an event it
would certainly beof the very highest importance
that there should be & power in existence authp-

sprcies of contract, can with i ity viclate any |

P

legislation regardless of constitutionsl limitations -

of the people of North-Caroliha, at this time, really [

sentiment in different parts of the State, are gana- |

of the |’

g

eaforced in-its true spirit- We were not
m:h: ;:llt;tu‘l for one year wers to be
ep e army for meny. :
not told that part of the government's
pay"” Wéreto be repudiated in less than
by the few who manage the issues. We were
told that a custom, which previiled'among
“raelifes; centuries ago, was to be
in a Jand boasting to be the *freest
tint.the few pounds of meat and wool
mduwmig\thalofonnym“tohlu'i :
to-feed and clothe her little ones, were to b pa i
taken away to pampet.- those in er, and {l -
minions. -~ We were not told tHit men who had
hired substituted, were to be déclared liable to mili-'
tary service. We were not told that thousands of *
bushels of North Carolina corn was to be mads in-
to whiskey, with which to moisten the dry jaws of
of place-men, when hundreds .of. little children in -

told

E

|_the country were crying for bredd. But most of

thess things we bave and those we have not,
it is proposed to.er.hlst 10 s, tbﬂm_dr two ::t,‘
strides in the direction we are going, and we will
hare passed into as complete a despotism ss any in
the old world. Give to one or two men the power
of exemption, and suspend the writ'of Aabeas corp
and wa need oot ask, *whither are we drifting :;
Do these things in addition to what has already
been . done,"and wo are ander a military despotism
of thé darkeat stamp, .

~ The soher-minded, thinking men of our country
are pondering snother question, as well as the one
that heads this article, namely: How muoch 1

is thig state of things to continue?  Will the people
—the great mass of the voters of the countty, who
have been nearly all their lives accistomed to the
sweets of liberty—will they continue to look on,
supinely, and see the last vestigo of freedom swept
away, and not atterupt 10" stay the hands of those
who would utterly ruin us? Will not the people
of North-Carclina, especially, rige in'their migit and.
‘demand and ‘assume ther logt rights ? :
Let the Governor and Legislature just annousce
to the people of the State they arc to have a Uon-
ventign if they wish it, in order to c¢onsult concern-
ing the “greatest good of the greslest numoer,”
and there will be an upheaving of the people, such
as hag not been witnessed for years, We should
work whily it is to-day, *“lest the night cometh -
whea Do man can work.” CALAMUS.

. Fer the Btandard.
- . . Bravronssure, N. C., Jan. 15, 1864,
W. W. Holden, Ksg.:—

Dear Sirt—I write you this to know if there is
no way to have our Postmaster detailed to attend
to our post office? ‘Wa are withont a Postmaster,
and have been for some time. Oyr office has been
partly kept by the citizens since Hhiﬂ departure for
the army ; but there being no ong in the place to
take charge of the office, or that we could recom-
mend to the Postmaster General (as the army has
them all except two or three doctors,) for appoint-
ment ; we suffer great inconvenience in distribu-
ting our mail, ‘or at least in getting it. It is an of-
fice that has been established for fiiLy or sixty years,
and the mail that comes to it is about four or five
times greater than it was previous to the beginning
of the war. It is ten miles from Wilson, which is
the nearest distributing office on, the Wilmington
and Weldon reilroad, and a great many letiers -
come to it from roldiers in the army to their rela-
fives apd. friepda at.home: to say nothing of the
been solicited by several to write to-you, and
hope you will give e what information you ecan
on the subject. As you are the people's friend,
and a friend to civil lihet;ly. I am induced to make
this request of yoyg for their accommodation.
it s CONTENTNE @

Wesvould sugpest to the people wifo are accommo-
dated by the Stantonsburg office to memotialize the
Postmaster Gencral on the subject. It may be that
he will interest bimself with the War Department

to procure the detail so much needed.

: For the Standard..
PUBLIC MEETING. _
There will be a public meeting at a.place called
High Point, on the N. C. Railroad between Ohina
Grove deponrnd Coleman's Turnout, on the 80th of
this month, 't 18 o'clock, A. M.
JMANY OITIZENS.

Jynuary 15; 1864.

1" See My Parrsen”—Strange devices were
adopted by some of thg hard up souk-rs, on Christ-
mas day to get the wherewithal to feel the influence
of *'the day we celebrate,” and none were more in-
genious than the method of a pretended mute, who
took in some of the merchants that kept open doors
a few hours in the morning, to catch the early birds
that chanced to fly their way. The mute aforesaid,
afier scrutinizing the sign over the door, pulled &
slate out of hie pocket walked in, snd writing on it
the word, “ Got any molasses?" handed it to the
merchant. The latter takibg the hint—namely:
that the gentleman was a des{ mute—wrote down
the word “Yes.” The deaf mute added immediate-
ly the inscription, ** How much do yon ask for it?"
The merchant joited down “fifieen dollara™ The
deaf’mute wrote ‘* Let me 'see it” I'ne merchant
conducted him to the cellar, and gave him a look at
the sorghum. Dummy fasted the same, and, man-
ifesting his. satisfaction by sundrr s'gs s and pi!'
aces, wrote upon his slate, “I'll se2 my partner.” .
He then. started out; but, as if having f
something, and jotted down the cabalasti= rentence,
“ Got any first.rate brandy ?” The merchant re-
plied through the medium of the slate “Yes—
splendid.” - me see it,” ed Dummy in
o same way, after cleansing the jtablet with his
" coat sleeve. The merchant conducted him to a
bright partioular barrel, drew out & few. ' taster’s”

“which it was inated by the eircumambient
sir to s magni t advantage; Dummy’ took it
—there was over s half & pint.imr-ibe goblet—
viewed the surrouncing scenery of shelvegand
. though it for & few .moments, then -ht' htly
it, yml:ud;ﬂu&ﬂnn apd runhed::‘rl,.,.‘
- the goblet for & momerg Jonger in .

i pbliltﬁ it to 4is lips, sod

qui Ha
“lilte -, dream” the sato
of the me.chant. Dommy hoisted i

A

:

S

: iate in the name of the peopls.
e cmana PACIFICUS,

;
i

W upon it the words, “L'fi ses my part

| mmude & bow and lef, Some half dosen merchants
were called npon, und *tested™ in the ssme

by the ori wbﬁ.uwb,wh“‘d -
down 10 ohe of the nuigerous * restsfortravellers,
0n.17th street, and took s glorions ‘gratie siumber,
for the rest of tb.adq.—w__ Enguirer.

.

full and poured tue ruby liguor into a goblet, in .

-




